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lower deck responded instantly to the intrepidity of the Admiral,
Their feelings for him could have been summed up in Admiral
Pakenham's reverent whisper, "Nelson is come again."
Thursday 12                         GERMANY AND THE LOCARNO PACT
Representatives of the Locarno Pact (Germany excepted),
hastily summoned, began their discussion on Herr Hitler's
repudiation of the Treaty in Paris last Tuesday. They re-
assembled this afternoon at the Foreign Office in London.
They have issued a statement declaring that a clear violation
of the Treaty of Locarno has been committed, and established
a committee to meet again. Mr. Eden has informed the German
Ambassador, Herr von Hoesch, that the British Government
take a grave view of the present situation, and suggest that to
illustrate the sincerity of their desires the German Government
should withdraw all but a symbolic number of troops from the
Rhineland zone, not increase the number, and undertake not
to fortify the zone for the present. To-day the Ambassador
replied, on instruction from Herr Hitler, that the German
Government cannot enter into such a discussion, but that the
restriction of the military occupation during the present
negotiations will be observed, assuming that a similar attitude
is preserved by France and Belgium.
THE GERMAN EXPLANATION
The German Government has issued an official statement on
its case for the reoccupation of the Rhineland. France, it says,
had before the Locarno Pact made military alliances with
Belgium, with Czechoslovakia, and with Poland. As these were
defensive, they were not regarded as incompatible with the
Treaty of Locarno. Furthermore, since the war France has
concentrated on the German frontier a vast number of soldiers,
and has constructed the most tremendous defence fortifications
ever known. To none of these things did Germany object, but
now France has concluded a further military alliance with
Soviet Russia, which is not dependent on the League of
Nations, but on separate conditions between France and Russia.
Before concluding this alliance France had as guarantors for
invulnerability herself, with nearly 100,000,000 people in
France, and her colonies, Great Britain, Belgium, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, and by the Treaty of Locarno, Italy. Yet to
this guarantee France thought it necessary to add the aid of
Soviet Russia, with 175,000,000 people.